
Epiphany!  What a wonderful word.  Even its secular definition is thrilling:  “a 
sudden realization about the nature or meaning of something.”  It brings all 
sorts of images to mind:  a light bulb suddenly turning on, shedding brilliant 
illumination; a revelation that brings a gasp; an idea so vivid we pause and 
give thanks; a truth so powerful we fall to our knees. On Sunday, January 6, 
2019 we celebrate the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord.  

The feast of the Epiphany is all of those things and more.  We celebrate the 
mysterious appearance at Jesus’ birthplace of three men from the East.  They 
had set off on a most quixotic journey, seeking what they would find at the 
end of a star’s dazzling rays. What, we wonder, did they make of the epiphany 
with which their journey ended?  Did they spend the rest of their lives trying to 
discern what their discovery of the 

baby meant, or did the Christ Child 
gift them with “a sudden realization” of His nature?

What more could they, or we, want of a life’s journey, than to find, in our 
epiphany, the Christ waiting for us?

The twelve days of Christmas have led us to this place, where Gentiles 
from afar have discovered Christ, thereby revealing that He came for everyone, 
for each one of us throughout history, and not just for the Jewish people to 
whom he was born.  The feast of Epiphany brings us to the last week of our 
liturgical celebration of Christmas.

But for the Christian steward, Epiphany is not an end but a beginning.  
This feast reminds us that the New Year beckons us to openness about the 
epiphanies to which God leads us if we but keep an open, prayerful heart, a 
heart full of deep, awed gratitude. 

Let us pray never to become too jaded, too full of certainty, too wrapped 
up in the routine of life to be asleep at the time of epiphany. If we could 
resolve to keep only one New Year’s Resolution, let it be this:  to pay attention 
to the epiphanies God places before us.
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A STEWARDSHIP PRAYER  
for the New Year

Heavenly Father, 
Thank you for the gift of a new year.

You have entrusted us  
with the coming days,

weeks and months as stewards 
of your divine plan;
to live in gratitude,

joy, and an ever growing confidence
in your Kingdom to come.

We ask for the humility
to reform our lives;

the courage to commit ourselves
to you no matter the cost;

and the wisdom
to shine the light of faith

on others.

Open our hearts,
give us your Spirit

and show us how to
share your love

so that we may bring hope
to a world in need of your

justice and peace.

We pray to be a sign of your
grace in this new year

through your son, Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God,

forever and ever.

Amen

Let us pray never to  
become too jaded,  

too full of certainty,  
too wrapped up in the 

routine of life to be asleep 
at the time of epiphany.



STEWARDSHIP SAINT for January

Saint John Nepomucene Neumann, 
fourth bishop of Philadelphia

John Nepomucene Neumann was 
born in Bohemia in 1811 and named 
by his parents after the patron saint of 
Bohemia. Neumann was known to be 
an exceptionally gifted seminarian, 
intellectually and spiritually. He 
studied at the University of Prague 
and traveled to the United States to be 
a missionary after his bishop decided 
to postpone ordinations due to an 
oversupply of priests in the diocese.

Neumann, a small individual at 
5’2”, arrived in Manhattan in June 
1836 and was ordained three weeks 
later for the Diocese of New York. 
His first assignment was to provide 
pastoral care for a German-speaking 
immigrant community whose 

members were clearing forests for a settlement near Niagara Falls. After four 
years of working alone, Neumann joined the Redemptorists (Congregation for 
the Most Holy Redeemer, C.SS.R.), and took permanent vows in January 1842. 

Neumann spoke eight languages and became a popular preacher for many 
different immigrant communities in Pennsylvania, Maryland, New York and New 
Jersey. Eventually, he was elected to head the Redemptorists in the United States.

In 1852 Neumann was appointed the fourth bishop of Philadelphia, 
a diocese that spanned the eastern half of Pennsylvania and the state of 
Delaware. As soon as he was ordained he embarked on an ambitious diocesan 
building campaign and was responsible for building over 100 parishes and 80 
Catholic schools. He completed an unfinished cathedral and founded a new 
congregation of women, the Sisters of St. Francis of Philadelphia, to help staff 
the increasingly crowded schools. Neumann also wrote two German catechisms 
that were approved by the First Plenary Council of Baltimore, the first of three 
national meetings of United States Catholic bishops held in 1852 in Baltimore, 
Maryland. His Baltimore catechisms were translated into other languages and 
widely used in the United States for the remainder of the 19th century.

On January 5, 1862, Bishop Neumann collapsed on a Philadelphia street 
and died. He was 48 years old. Philadelphia’s historical annals reveal that half 
the city’s population attended his funeral, including the mayor, police and fire 
brigades, military battalions and a number of civic and Catholic societies and 
benevolent organizations. He was buried under the altar of the lower church 
of the Redemptorist parish, St. Peter. His burial site quickly became a shrine, 
attracting thousands of pilgrims. Saint John Nepomucene Neumann was 
canonized on June 17, 1977. His feast day is January 5.

Neumann spoke eight languages and became a popular 
preacher for many different immigrant communities in 

Pennsylvania, Maryland, New York and New Jersey.

For Parish Leaders: 
Encouraging 
Parishioners to 
Grow as Stewards
by Leisa Anslinger, Associate Department 
Director for Pastoral Life,  
Archdiocese of Cincinnati

As parish leaders, we are always 
seeking ways to encourage 
parishioners to accept the call to 
live as disciples and grow as good 
stewards. This is, as we have noted 
in previous articles, a process of 
discernment. We are constantly 

considering what we hear from 
members of the community, and 
how we might help them move 
more closely toward a new vision of 
Christian discipleship and stewardship. 
As we listen, we must identify their 
challenges and tailor the stewardship 
message to address the challenges 
they face. It will be beneficial to 
identify the challenges in relationship 
to key themes of stewardship: 

Spirituality: Do parishioners 
understand stewardship as a spiritual 
way of life, or does it seem that they 
view it as a checklist of things they are 
supposed to do?

As we listen, we must 
identify their challenges 

and tailor the stewardship 
message to address the 
challenges they face. 
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Gratitude and response: Are 
members of the community making 
the connection between growing in 
gratitude for the gifts and blessings 
of their lives and do they respond 
through giving?

Discipleship: Are people growing 
in their faith in Jesus Christ and 
commitment to live as disciples?

Stewardship as an expression of 
discipleship: Do parishioners give 
evidence that they grasp the reality of 
Christ’s sacrifice and their own call to 
give sacrificially? Are they connecting 
their participation in the Eucharist 
and the call to be grateful people who 
live as members of Christ’s body?

As we listen to people formally 
and informally, and observe the 
evidence of current giving in ministry 
and financial stewardship, we should 
keep these challenges in mind. 
Perhaps even carry a small notebook 
with us, or keep a running list on our 
phone - of what challenges do people 
speak? If they see stewardship as a 
series of things they are supposed 
to do, how might we tailor the 
stewardship message to more clearly 
express the spiritual dimensions 
of this way of life? If people seem 
unable to articulate their blessings 
or describe their talents, how might 
we help them be attentive to the 
many gifts God has given them? What 
challenges can you identify as you 
listen to members of the parish?

A New Year, New Beginnings  
for the Christian Steward
Turning the page to a new calendar year gives us the feeling of a fresh 
start, a new beginning, and new opportunities. It is a time when people 
feel that they can begin anew with their lives. Common New Year’s 
resolutions are to lose weight, exercise more and eat healthier; or to spend 
more time with family. Still others include managing money better and 
being more organized.

Although there is nothing in the Bible or notable in Christian tradition 
about New Year’s resolutions, many good stewards take advantage of this 
time of year to become closer to the Lord. They may re-commit themselves 
to pray more, to read the Bible, or to attend Mass more regularly. If you are 
looking for some helps in your New Year’s resolutions, here are a few ideas 
to get you started:

Practice gratitude –  Cultivating a grateful heart is the hallmark of a 
Christian steward. Every day, express thankfulness to the Lord and to 
others. 

Encounter the Lord each day – Find time to be with the Lord each day, 
whether it be for an hour or ten minutes. Have a conversation with the 
Lord. Give your joys and worries to Him as well. Allow God’s love to 
transform them. Our encounters will keep our eyes and ears open to the 
presence of Christ in our midst.

Resist overwork – There is a pressure to produce, meet goals, be 
successful. But activities that lead us to overwork, constant fatigue and 
worry do not give glory to God. What God calls us to do we can do 
well. Be mindful that life requires balance, down time and letting go of 
unrealistic goals.

Nurture friendships – Our friends are those we choose to be with, those 
with whom we spend our evenings, with whom we vacation, to whom 
we go to for advice. Friends are gifts from God who give us a greater 
appreciation of God’s love for us. Friends need our time and love.

Give more – Good stewards realize that everything they have is entrusted 
to them as gift to be shared. There is no better place to begin than sharing 
with the community that gathers around the Lord’s table at Mass. Consider 
what you are giving to your parish and local diocese and commit to an 
even greater contribution as circumstances allow.

Make a difference in your parish community – Believe it or not, your 
parish community can use your talents. Offering your talents to your faith 
community is one of the most effective ways to feel useful and connected 
to others, and it is a potentially life-changing New Year’s resolution.

We are constantly 
considering what we hear 

from members of the 
community, and how we 

might help them move more 
closely toward a new vision 

of Christian discipleship  
and stewardship. 
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One 30-minute video, revealing the 
awe-inspiring accomplishments of a 
parish community in one of the poorest 
regions of the Philippines, inspired 
many Catholic bishops to see Christian 
stewardship as a Gospel imperative 
in the 21st century. The parish is Sts. 
Anne and Joachim in the Municipality 
of General Nakar, Quezon, Prelature 
of Infanta. It is a parish that gives 
witness to the transformative effects of 
embracing stewardship as a way of life.

The stewardship journey of 
Sts. Anne and Joachim begins with 
its pastor, Father Israel Gabriel, 
who, shortly after attending a 2003 
stewardship conference in Cebu, 
embarked on a series of Lenten 
homilies and seminars on Christian 
stewardship at the parish. Offering 
his own personal testimony to 
stewardship as a way of life, Father 
Israel encouraged parishioners to 
make time for God in prayer and 
to give their own time, talent, and 
treasure to nurture their faith and the 
faith life of the community. Indeed, 
stewardship was “the integrating factor 
of all the projects and activities in the 

An Asian-Pacific Stewardship Conference Profile:
Sts. Anne and Joachim Parish  
in the Prelature of Infanta, Philippines
By Mila Glodava, Director of Stewardship and Administration 
St. Vincent de Paul Parish, Denver, Colorado

parish,” said Father Israel. Parishioners 
soon became much more engaged 
in the life of the parish. The offertory 
collection experienced solid growth as 
well, an eight-fold increase. 

When pastoral re-assignments 
brought in a new pastor, Father Mario 
Establecida, stewardship efforts 
continued to bear fruit. Father Mario 
sent parish lay leaders to stewardship 
facilitator seminars offered by 
the Socio Pastoral Institute. Parish 
ministries continued to grow, even 
more people became engaged in 
the parish and the Sunday offertory 
collection rose dramatically. The 

community built a parish hall, one 
accomplishment parishioners proudly 
pointed out as coming from their own 
time, talent and treasure. Their life of 
stewardship would soon, however, be 
severely tested.

In a two-week period, from 
November 16 to December 3, 2004, 
four devastating typhoons, one right 
after another, left a trail of death and 
destruction in Infanta and surrounding 
communities. Flash floods and 
mudslides wrecked havoc. Among 
the casualties was the diocese’s 

chancellor who perished while 
warning townspeople to evacuate 
the area. The parish was not spared. 
With a community suffering from 
grief and a church filled with mud 
and debris, Father Mario wondered if 
parishioners would even come back 

to church. But they did. Parishioners 
spent days cleaning the church. They 
came to Mass and even ensured that 
an offertory collection would be taken 
in prayerful gratitude for their lives 
and what they had recovered. A video 
recording chronicled this extraordinary 
stewardship event to show how 
parishioners rebuilt their lives and that 
of their parish community. 

A screening of the Sts. Anne and 
Joachim Parish stewardship video at a 
2005 day of reflection for the bishops 
of the Catholic Bishops Conference 
of the Philippines left some bishops 
in tears. “In witnessing the spirituality 
of stewardship at work, I’ve learned,” 
said one bishop who saw the video, 
“that even in the midst of poverty and 
suffering the Gospel can be brought 
to life in our people.” Another bishop 
remarked, “I felt uplifted… St. Anne 
Parish is an inspiration. If they can do 
it, we can do it too.”

‘Even in the midst of poverty and suffering the Gospel 
can be brought to life in our people.’

Fr. Israel makes a 
stewardship presentation

Fr. Mario shares stewardship insights

Youth group studies stewardship



Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
January 1, 2019

In today’s first reading, God bestows three blessings upon 
Moses and directs him to extend those blessings to others: 
The Lord blesses you and keeps you. The Lord lets his face 
shine upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord looks upon 
you kindly and gives you peace. Good stewards realize these 
blessings are showered upon them in a unique and special 
way each time they receive the Eucharist, and exercising 
good stewardship of the Lord’s blessings in this sacrament 
begins by receiving these gifts with profound gratitude. Take 
time this week to memorize these marvelous blessings and 
repeat them to yourself frequently. Make them part of your 
morning prayer each day.

The Epiphany of the Lord  
Weekend of January 5/6, 2019

In today’s second reading we hear Saint Paul teach the 
community at Ephesus that God’s revelation had come, not 
just to their community, but to others as well; that a broader 
community of believers was being allowed to exercise 
stewardship over the Good News. Good stewards recognize 
that it is in our life together as a Eucharistic community that 
we find ever new vistas and insights into God’s vast universe 
of love and mercy. If we take time to listen to one another, 
we discover stories of faith beyond our own. Pause this 
week to converse with others, listen to their prayers, and 
observe acts of kindness and generosity. See if you can gain 
an understanding of God and the world that you have not 
experienced or known before. 

The Baptism of the Lord  
Weekend of January 12/13, 2019

In today’s reading from the Gospel of Luke we hear the 
proc lamation of the baptism of Jesus with “all the people.” 
Indeed, “heaven was opened,” and the Father announced his 

special favor. Whenever we partake of the body and blood 
of Christ, heed his call in our daily lives, share his Good 
News, become instruments of his transforming justice and 
peace, heaven is opened to us, and through the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord announc es his special favor on us as well. A good 
stewardship reflec tion this week might be this: How, or in 
what ways, have we personally experienced God’s special 
favor in our lives? 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Weekend of January 19/20, 2019

In today’s second reading, Saint Paul makes a list of gifts 
dispensed to members of the Christian community by the 
Holy Spirit. Each gift bestowed has a specific purpose for the 
person for whom it is intended: wisdom, knowledge, faith, 
healing, mighty deeds, prophecy, discernment, tongues, 
and interpretation. Good stewards know these gifts are not 
meant to be kept hidden by the recipient but to be shared 
with the community and beyond. As we begin a new year, 
let us re flect on the gift the Holy Spirit has given to each of 
us. Do we recognize this gift? How was it intended that we 
use this gift? Are we being good stewards of this gift? 

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Weekend of January 26/27, 2019

Today’s reading from the Gospel of Luke offers us the first 
words of Jesus as he begins his public ministry. The words 
reflect his understanding of his Spirit-anointed mission. His 
words are his “Mission Statement.” Good stewards rejoice in 
being followers of Jesus. They realize that Jesus’ commission 
is their commission as well. They embrace it and adopt 
it as their own. We, too, have “glad tidings” to bring to 
a suffering world. This year, how will we fulfill Christ’s 
commission in the world in which he has placed us, using 
the gifts he has entrusted to us?
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